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g PREFACE 


'THE virulent aſſaults this preacher has made 


on men of all deſcriptions, ſince his riſe from - — 
humbſe poverty to turbulent popularity; and i 
the anathemas he has vociferated from his = 
| Pulpit, and publiſhed from the preſs, indif=a ' Fi 
criminately againſt all who meet not his ideas, = 


or run not with him to the ſame exce/+ of 
ſcandal, infamy, and damnable excommunication ; 
have rendered him an object of contempt, too 
„low to merit any notice of his vindictive 
thunder-bolts, or popiſh bulls. But fince he 
has turned his pulpit into a political ſpouting 
deſk, wherein he fabricates his ſeditious de- WE 
luſions for the preſs: It is from the preſs only  - + 1 | 
that his artifices, in uſing God's facred word. 
to the baſeſt of purpoſes, can be expoſed, _ 18 
Within the laſt two or three years, I halve © 8 
had many ſolicitations, from various perſons, 
to reprove his conduct and his writings, by _—- 
ſome of his beſt friends, cloſeſt adherents, and 1 | 
even by ſome of thoſe who abide by him to 1 
* „ this 
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5 day; but my anſwer has ever been, Font 
ait would be like taking a dog by the ears: 
e that reproveth a ſcorner will get himſelf 


a blot; out rebuke a wiſe man and he will 
love you.” To count the coſt, I muſt ex- 
pect that his pen, his pulpit, and his ignorant 
adherents, will blaſt my name to the bottom- 
leſs pit, and not ſtick to affirm that my long 
indiſpoſition is a moſt ſure mark of God's 
judgment. Yea I have no doubt but ſome 
dreams or viſions will be formed to authenti- 


cate his anathemas. But all this I totally diſ- 


regard. If, by detecting his falſhoods, my 


| remarks ſhould be in any degree ſerviceable to 


ſome of the ſimple hearted who follow him, 
as an Ignis Fatuus, becauſe he ſeems to have 
ſome light, I ſhall gain my end; and be 
ſatisfied, that, | though I cannot ſtop him in 
his mad career, I have not loſt my labour in 
warning them of their danger. 

Mr. H. has never offended me as a man, 
though he has often made me groan earneſtly 
as a Chriſtian, by his unſcriptural conduct, 
and perverſion of the truth: and I ſeriouſly 
aver I have no motive for taking up the pen, 
but to ſhew the ſimple-hearted, and many 

44 ſuch 


ment, yet I mult exhort them to bear 1n mind 


-% 


© SCN 

fach there are who follow him, that what 
they are fo often ſwallowing as truth, merely 
becauſe it comes from his lips, is really miſ- 
chievous alluſion, deceit, and falſhood. 
Though their ſmall experience may not 
perhaps enable them juſtly to try the ſpirits, 
and prove all things by a true ſpiritual judg- 


their Lord's caution, to judge of every. tree 
by its fruit: actions ſpeak louder than words: 
for a Judas, or a Devil can preach great truths as 
well as Mr. Huntington. Satan can ſay, 1 
„ know thee who thou art, the Holy One of. 
„God; but he cannot bring forth the fruits 
of that Holy One. The weakeſt believer 
knows that wrarh, pride, felf-conceit, abuſe of 
the brethren, vindicli ve malice againſt the Lord's 
children, and ſubtle perverſion of the truth, are 
not the fruits of the Holy Spirit of God, but 
Satanic enthuſiaſms: and ſome of thoſe ſimple- 
hearted who till fit under him, have long ago 
ſeriouſly declared to me, * They ade not =; 
_« whatto make of him; or though he ſeems 1 | 
* to have great light, he is full of wrath and ' ii 
„ malice.” And ſuch fruit proves an evil or 
| corrupt tree; therefore let the children of i 
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_ God be cautious how they hear him, leſt, 
with his light, they ſhould imbibe his ſatanic 
heat, as too many of his hearers really have 
done; and are become ſo like their tutor, that 
if you touch them with any Scripture that 
thwarts their views, they grow angry, mali- 


. 


cious, vindictive, and revengeful. 

I do not even now deny but the root of the 
matter may be in him; but this I affirm, that 
for ſome years paſt I have not been able to 
diſcern any of thoſe fruits by which alone we 
can judge that the tree is good. I would 
judge nothing before the time ; nor dare 8 
like him, ſentence any man to damnation who 
is not viſibly under the unpardonable ſin. But 
ſurely when a man aſſumes the profeſſion of a 
miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, we ought to look 
for thoſe fruits which are to manifeſt him to 
us, as the true ſervant of that Divine Maſter : 


_ Elfe, how ſhall we diſtinguiſh him from thoſe 


falſe teachers which come in the ſame name, 
ſaying, Lo here is Chriſt and there is 


«* Chriſt;” or how ſhall we obey this exhort- 


ation, * Go not ye out after them?" 


Some ſay that by anſwering his ſermon I 
ſhall give à handle to the enemy to blaſpheme 
the 


(wi) 
the truth, and expoſe the Goſpel to reproach. 
But I deny that by plain facts, and ſelf- evi- 
dent demenſtrations, viz. that he has, long 
made himſelf the ſport of ſpouters, and the 
laugh of deiſts. What has brought him and 
his preaching into this contempt? not the truth, 
or the Goſpel: no; while he preached theſe 
in godly fimplicity, and walked humbly, none 
dared openly impeach his life and doctrine ; 
but ſince he has laid himſelf open to their 
attack, by trampling the truth under his own 
feet, by his inconſiſtent conduct, and fooliſh | 
conceits, which he has publiſhed from the 
pulpit and the preſs under the notion of the 
Goſpel ; theſe have exhibited him to public 
view as proud, wrathful, ungrateful, unmerci- 
ful, and | implacable, &c. And even the heathen 
know, that the theory of truth is not the 
power; and that that glorious theme the 
Goſpel, with the adorable name it bears, are 
too ſacred and holy to countenance ſuch prin- 
ciples, or to be made the lapſtone for his wills 
and his whims, his pride'and his anger, to be 
. hammered out upon. But Satan will ever cry 
Huſh! huſh! when his devices are to be ex- 
poſed; and ** as Sennacher ib charged Heze- 
kiah 
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; Maths 121 deſtroying God's altars, becauſe he 


cut down the idols and the groves, fo will the 
hypocrites ſay, You are hurting the cauſe 
„% of God.” Can that be hurt by ſeparating 


truth from lies and deluſions ? ' No: every 


diſcerning reader will ſee that I have levelled 


no ſtroke but at the idols and their altars, the 
ephods and the teraphims, the molten and 
graven images, with other ſpiritual wicked- 
nefs in high places ; which have been made 
to the houſe of Iſrael a ſin, and whereby the 
Lord's ſimple people who follow him are led 
to tranſgreſs. 
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"HIS political ſermon, from Jer. li. 50, 
| A" preached by Mr. Huntington, on the 19th 
of December, the day on which the proceſſion 
went to lodge the colours in St. Paul's church, 

is ſo void of any thing like the Goſpel of Jeſus 

Chriſt, that it is an injury to the word to call it 2 

ſermon ; and it is altogether” ſuch an incoherent 
jumble of ſcriptures without analogy, and of words 
without any explicit ſenſe, or viſible meaning, that 
I can find no better method of arranging my 
thoughts in reply, than by quoting the exception- 
able and erroneous paſſages. as they. occur, and 
dropping a few remarks thereon as I go along.” 

He introduces his diſcourſe by complimenting 
his auditory on their attendance on, what he falſely 
calls «© tbe worſhip of God, in his houſe of prayer, 
and vainly congratulates them tlius: I will be 
© bold to ſay, that we ſhall return home with the 
tc moſt peace, and in the poſſeſſion of the beſt con= 


ec ſcience.” 
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ce ſcience.” If ſuch a political ſermon, without 
even the name of Jeſus above once in it, may be 
called the Worſhip of God, and the place of its 
delivery, his 'bouſe of prayer, then every alehouſe 
or ſpouting club may claim ſome pretenſions to 
thoſe ſolemn terms. Did he not know, and has 


he not formerly taught, That Chriſt is the only 
Peace of his people, and that no conſcience can be 


good till /prinkled with his blood? Let any of his 
hearers or readers tell me, where Chriſt is preached 
in any part of that carnal diſcourſe, or whete any 
one thing is ſaid which may even have a tendency - 
to demonſtrate the ſaving virtue, power, and effi- 
cacy of his blood? No: this work 1s not of God, 
but an awful profanation of his Name, to call it 
His worſhip. OO 
Whenever any man (yea if he were the higheſt 
apoſtle, or even an angel from heaven) perverts 
the truth of God, and makes his office, as a miniſter 
of Chriſt, or his miſſion from heaven, as God's 
meſſenger, ſubſervient to any carnal or earthly 
purpoſe, it becomes every ſincere child of God 
and member of Chrift, to withſtand him to the 
face, and to reſiſt his hes, on the fulleſt aſſurance, 
or evidence of the word, that God has not ſent 
him on any ſuch. errand; but that he maketh him- 
felf a lying prophet to the people in the Lord's 
name. To ſuch a one the command is © REBUER 
* THEM. MARS LS") The * which is con- 
| | nected 


| C0 Þ+ 
nected with ſharpneſs may, perhaps, draw forth 


many expreſſions in theſe pages that are not ſo 


harmonious to the lambs of the flock as Good news 
from a far country, or the bleſſed name of Jeſus ; 
yet, when we refle& how righteouſly and juſtly our 


divine Maſter rebuked his beloved Peter, get thee 
bebind me Satan, it will be evident we cannot 


far exceed the limits of that inſtructive example. 


I believe I can appeal to the experience of all the 


faithful, that whenever their path of duty, or the 
obligations of love to their dear Lord, has called 
them to the unavoidable uſe of ſharp rebukes 
againſt their brethren, they have felt' in themſelves 
that mental grief, which nothing but the teſtimony 
of a good conſcience, in the neceſſity of the work, 

could induce them to take up ſuch a croſs. And 


I proteſt for myſelf, that when I take the pen of 


rebuke J feel for the delinquent, as being myſelf 


alſo in the body; equally liable to the ſame errors 


or temptations as the reproved. And I can ſay, 
I feel, at this moment, a ſincere with that, if-I 
ever ſhould-be made ſuch a ſcandal to the croſs of 
Chriſt, fo viſibly entangled by the devices of Satan, 
and, by his foot of pride, made ſo injurious to 
God's church, that a tenfold ſharper rod may be 
uſed, if it is but bleſſed of my God, to reſtore 


ſuch wandering fteps into the way of peace, to 


walk * in the footſteps of the flock : for I 
B 2 5 would 
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would much rather receive forty ſtripes, than lay - 
faſt aſleep in the arms of the wicked one. 

In page 6, he introduces the ſtory” of Joſiah 
going out againſt Pharoah Necho, king of Egypt, 
and calls it one of the Lord's Shibboleths; << for, 
God, ſays he, was with Necho, and Joſiah fell 
zee by the hand of the king of Egypt ;” but it is 
impoſſible to ſay what uſe he meant to make of it; 
unleſs it was to ſuggeſt that as God was with Necho, 
ſo he was, or might be, with B—e, and there- 
fore cautions the good king to beware 0 meddling | 
with him. 1 

He then proceeds * the pw of Zedekiah, 
who, he ſays, „was intoleratly vile, and that His 
ec wickedneſs was the principal cauſe that Jeruſalem 
« was taken; for he had made a covenant with the 
« king of Babylon in the houſe of God, and 
«© given him the right hand of fellowſhip,” &. 

As this ſermon is profeſſedly with reference to the 
preſent times, it may be well aſked, what refer- 
ence he can have to us, or to our king, our 
princes, or our prieſts? What would he inſinuate 
by this character of Zedekiah? Beſides, Is not 
this ſpeaking evil of dignities, and reſiſting the 
higher powers, by his .own ideas? for he adds, 
«« Both princes and prieſts followed his example.“ 

In page 8, he introduces Jeremiah's viſion of the 
good and bad figs, and fays, © It is to theſe that 
2 my 


it G 3 

e my text ſpeaks: Ye that have eſcaped of the 
« ſword go away, ſtand not ſtill, &c.” Now, as 
his hearers never were literally carried away captive, 
nor purſued by the ſword, and as he makes no 
- ſpiritual uſe whatever of the words, it is plain, that, 
- inſtead of worſhipping God, as he calls it, they were 
liſtening to one who, ſo far from chooſing a text 
- appoſite to the occaſion of the day, could not even 
ſee the hiſtorical connection of the one he had 
: choſen, but was bewildered. with a variety of ſcrip- 


tures incoherently jumbled together, and moſt. 


ſhametully-perverted and milapplied. 
He next comes to divide his text, wherein he 
' promiſes two things that he never performs, viz. 
To notice the sECRET that lay under it, go away; 
< and, laſtly, to go through it in Næ-Tuſtament 
e language. which is to goſpelize his theme, and 
ſhew its relation to, or connection with the great 
work of ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt. But, alas, in- 
ſtead of New-Teſtament language, he ſtumbles 
on the very threſhold ; for the text which he has 
in hand ; 1o far from directing the people to go to 
Babylon, was a - prophetic addreſs to thoſe who 
were in Babylon, had long been there, and were 
dy it, and the whole chapter from which he took 
it, and the preceding chapter too, commanded 


to flee out of it. But he tells his hearers (page 9) 


that the only door of hope was ſubmitting their 
« necks to the yoke of the king of Babylon,” and 
VVV. 
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quotes Jer. xxi. 8, 9, 10. at full length, to urge 
them to obey his voice: and adds, * This was 
< the touch-ſtone and the way that God made for 
ce the obedient to eſcape; there was to be no ſafety 
c in the city of God; no ſhelter in the temple ; 
<« no life or ſafety but by flying into the jaws of 
c an heathen, and a cruel enemy. What he al- 
tudes to here, and by the words © This city, and 
ce the Chaldeans that befiege you,” I wiſh he had 
explained ; agreeable to his promiſe, of comparing 
fome things in their caſe with ours. 

Page 10, he introduces the falſe prophets that 


oppoſed Jeremiah, but without any analogy to his 


text, and calls their words © he cry of Lo bere! 
« ond Lo there,” and fays © the children of 
« falſchood cleaved to the falſe prophets.” What 
elſe is this jumble of Scriptures and politics, which 
he calls a Watch-word and Warning, but a fanati- 
cal Lo here! and Lo there! without any one diſ- 


tinct ſound, or certain concluſion in the whole? 


For after urging the moſt inſtantaneous flight to 
Babylon, through the chief part of his diſcourſe, 
he tells them (page 61) towards the end, that at 
ſome future period they ſhall have timely intimation, 
where, and when to go. Therefore whoſoever 
now hearkens to his deluſive Watch-word, will 
be condemned by his own words; page 11. 
& Theſe truſted in @ lie.” And I fee not but that 
the words of Jeremiah, which be has quoted in 


page 


{( W829 
page 12, againſt Richard Brothers, are as pointedly 
againſt himſelf, © The Lord hath not ſent thee, 
cc but thou makeſt this people to truſt in a lie.” Let 
us view the parallel; Brothers ſays, We are to go 
to Feruſalem ; the other as falſely preſſes an im- 
petuous flight to Babylon. We may allo obſerve the 
ſame talent in one, as the other, at falſe glofling 
and ſubverting of Scripture to carnal ends, by miſ- 
applying that which is entirely ſpiritual, to literal 


or hiſtorical ; and plain precepts and directions, . 


to illuſive and deceitful conceptions : for inſtance, 
in page 13, he applies that fpiritual text, My 
ford ſhall be bathed in heaven,” to the hiſtory 
of his ſubje&, though it has not the leaſt reference 
to it or analogy with it; ſo likewiſe in his © Bank of 
Faith,” he baſely ſubverts theſe words, < covet 


« earneſtly the beſt gifts,” to his own greedy views: 


for after altering the text, by ſubſtituting the word 
things tor gifts, he tells his readers that we are 
commanded to covet in both kinds; without the 


leaſt hint that ſpiritual gifts were the beſt, or what 


that text entirely alluded to. And ld we reflect 
that his writings and preachings are replete with 
ſuch abominable perverſions of God's ſacred word, 
who can forbear exclaiming, O full of all ab. 

cc tilty he | i 
. Having finiſhed his firſt head, without clearing 
any thing, he enters upon the ſecond: © Go away.” 
And the ſecret which lies under this he promiſes, 
| but 
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but never gives us; he only tranſcribes a multi- 


tude of Scriptures foreign from the ſubject of his 
text, which ſurely he had never conſidered; other- 
wiſe it ſeems hardly poſſible that he could have ſo 
groſsly miſtaken it. The words of his text were 
clearly ſpoken to thoſe who had long been in 


Babylon, and were preſerved from the ſword of the 


Perſians, to ſee the overthrow or downfal of 
Babylon; as any one who reads the context may 
ſee: nevertheleſs he is perpetually driving his 
hearers to go away to Babylon; though there is 
not a word in his text to that import, either im- 
plied or expreſſed: for the latter part is a motive 
or inducement to urge obedience to the former, 
and means thus : go away from Babylon, where 
you have ſo long lain among the pots, that you 
have forgotten your own land, and the wonders 
the Lord wrought for your fathers there; there- 
fore now Remember the Lord . of, and let Jeru- 
falem come into your mind. 

To open this head, he quotes Deut. xxvili. 1 
65. Pſalm cxxxvii. Ezek. ix. 16. And Jer. xv. 11. 
all which allude to their going into captivity, 
but his text alludes only to their going out of capti- 
vity. Now, let us ſee how he inforces his command, 
which he in ſpecial calls the Watch-word, “ G6 
ce away, ſtand not ſtill: Beſides (ſays he) there is no 
te ſafety but under the king of Babylon; he that 
« ſubmits to his yoke and ſerves the king of Baby- 
<« Jon, ſhall have his life for a prey: Hence the 


«© warning, 


i 


ee warning, go away, ſtand not ſtill. But again, 


ce the king of Babylon was God's ſervant, and to 
s ſerve him was ſerving God; and as the rich 
« and wicked oppreſſors among the jews, kept 
ee their brethren in bondage, into bondage they 
ce ſhall go, and be made to know what the yoke 
c of ſervitude Was, who were ſo fond of yoking 
ct Others. 
As he had before . to mE e forks 


things in their caſe with ours, I would aſk any im- 


partial reader, what uſe his heaters could poſſibly 


make of this? That it is poſitively againſt the 


plain ſenſo and meaning of his text, the whole 
chapter ſhews: Is this the man who has often 


told his hearers, © you ſhall never ſee me ſtagger 
« in the pulpit?” I muſt ſay for myſelf, I would 


much rather, like that young man who he groſsly 
inſults, under the name of Thudas and the Benja- 
nile, cloſe the book abruptly, and tell my hearers 1 
have no more to ſay, than thus blunder on, without 

common ſenſe or underſtanding, to miſlead and 


delude an infatuated people. But to return to agar 


fubject. 


We all know that as Pharaoh, or the king of 
Babylon, were God's ſervants, to perform whatever 


he intended to work by every tyrant and 
opprefſor are but tools or inſtruments in God's 
hand, created to deſtroy. Who then does he mean 


by the king of Babylon? The French General? 
Wn De 
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The Wi or the King of E——? If he means 
the firſt, his Watch-word muſt be to go away and 
ſubmit to them. If he means the Pope, as Baby- 
lon is typical of Rome, then it muſt mean that we 
are to ſubmit to popery; and if by the king of 
Babylon, he means our Monarch, then he makes 
him a tyrant, What can he poſſibly mean by 
addreſſing his hearers in theſe words, © If you will 
© have your life for a prey, and hve by faith; if 


< you will follow the Lord who is gone from hence 


% to Babylon; If you will efeape the impending 
« judgment and inevitable deſtruction; if you will 
<« ſeek the promiſed good treatment, and have the 


eyes and heart of God upon you for good; if 


« you would enjoy peace, and arrive at the expected 
« end, Go away, ſtand not flill.”” Did ever Tom 
Paine preach ſueh ſedition as this? Should he fay 
he meant all this ſpiritually ; then by the king of 
Babylon he muſt mean Jeſus Chriſt ; and that 
would be horrible indeed, to compare the Prince 


of Peace, to the greateſt tyrant and ſcourge of che 


univerſe. Should he anſwer this, I call upon him 
to ſay in plain terms, who he does mean by the 
King of Babylon, to whom he tells us to go: And 
let him tell us alſo—when, where, and how we 


_ muſt go. 


In page 16, he purſues his ſubject thus, © God 
© will ſend no more prophets to Jeruſalem in 
% your abſence ; he will raiſe you up prophets in 

_ Babylon : : 


* 


| {£ WI 

« Babylon: Ezekiel is already there to meet you 

* in the perſon of Cod, to welcome you at your 
« coming.” Awful! What does he "_ ? Dr. 
Watts fays, | 

God, in the Perſon of his Son, 
© Has all his mightieſt works outdone.” 

In Chriſt dwells all the fullneſs of the Godhead bodily. 
He was the brightneſs of his glory, aud the expreſs 
image of his perſon. But this 1s new divinity, to 
ſpeak thus of God in the perſon of the prophet. 
That God dwells in the hearts of his ſaints by his 
ſpirit, that by the ſame ſpirit he works in them, 
and that he works by them as his inſtruments, 1s 
| Scripture language; but to ſpeak of God meeting 
them in the perſon of Ezekiel, to ſay nothing 
worſe of it, is ſuch a bold and daring figure of 
ſpeech, to deify the prophet, as I never heard, ex- 
cept from his pulpit : About five months ago, I 
heard ſomething like this perſonal transformation into 
deity, which ſhocked me : It was that ſunday he 
ſtole Elijah's mantle, and thundered away with it; 
As the Lord liveth there ſhall be neither dew, 
„nor rain, but according to My worD.” He 
then, as now, and I believe he always does, take 
upon himſelf the character and office of that pro- 75 
phet of whom he is ſpeaking; ſo that by deify- 
ing the prophet, he deifies himſelf, eſtabliſhes his 
pretenſions to. infallibility, and hurls the thunder- 
bolts of damnation on all who oppoſe him. It is 


GC 2 evident 
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evident enough all through this diſcourſe, that by 


the prophet Jeremiah he means himſelf, and- he 
has often inſinuated, if not aſſerted, that his word 
was of equal authority with theirs; ſo that by 
placing the prophets in the perſon of God, he at 


- leaſt unmans himſelf, and is transformed into a 


real Pope; and has not his infallibility long ago 


been the boaſt of his hearers, who brag that their 


parſon can tell, by the firſt look, who will be ſaved 


and who will be damned? Nay, I know ſome of 
his diſciples who pretend to the ſame infallible - 


knowledge themſelves, though it is even more 
than ſatan knows. | e 

Inow come to his third head, © fand not ſtill:“ 
which he enforces thus, «“ conſult not with fleſh 
« and blood; nature will argue about the length 
& of the way, the cruelty of the heathen; their abo- 
ce minable idolatry, the ſtrangeneſs of their cuſtoms, 
« their unknown dialect, Sc. If all theſe re- 


fered to the Babylon he directs them to go to, 


I aſk, where could any of his hearers fix their 
courſe by ſuch a guide, but. to the continent ? 
Some thinking of Rome, and others of France, as 
the aſylum he was pointing them to? And thus 
he proceeds to urge their flight ſaying, “ ſtanding 


ce ſtill to conſider occaſions halting, and unbelief 


« will work in thoſe that halt, &c. therefore ſtand 


« not ſtill, leſt by ſuch conſulta as you ſtop; yea, 
« tura back, and periſh in the | ublic calamity— 


4 5 « remembe 


( 
i remember Lot's wife; who was ordered not to 
« look back, nor tarry in all the plain; there- 
fore © ſtand not ſtill. I have no call to tell you 
«« where to go, you know that already; I is 10 
Le Babylon ; ; there go, there is your N and FG 
« protection.“ 

It is hardly poſſible to ſuppoſe that ſo great a 
textuary could have made fo great a miſtake in his 
text, without ſome ſecret or ſettled deſign. In 
page 9, he ſpeaks of a ſecret which lay under the 
Watch-word, but in page 17, it ſeems as if he 
had ſome favorites who knew the ſecret; for he 
ſays to them, „I need not tell you, you know 
« where to go.” Why confine a ſecret of ſuch 
importance to a few, which concerns all, in the 
weighty matters of life and death ; yea, (if we be- 
lieve him) of eternal damnation. Tell us, Sir, 
what you mean by Babylon; where it ſtands, 
which is the way to it; Is it in Europe, Aſia, 
Africa or America, at Rome or France, or any 
other part of the continent; Is it by the way of 
Dover or Harwich we muſt go, or which way? 
ſpeak quick, for our urgency of the caſe requires 
ſpeed. Tell us your ſecret; or will you not, like 
Ezekiel's watchman, ſtand anſwerable for the blood 
of all thoſe who periſh in the public calamity you 
ſpeak of? For who can obey your voice, to pre- 


Fre for flight with ſuch a deluſive Watch-word, 


1 or 


(a8 
or make ready for the battle by ſuch an uncertain 
ſound, and deceitful warning ? 
When you tell us We have he orders of God by 
you, great Sir, may we not preſume to aſk for 
your credentials, that we may know by what 
authority thou ſayeſt theſe things; or Who gave 
thee this authority? The prudent man looketh WELL 


to bis goings ; it is only the ſimple who paſs on 


without conſideration (which you forbid) and are 
puniſhed. The Scripture tells me, © He that be- 
« ljeveth ſhall not make baſte; that is, he ſhall not 
go a ftep faſter, nor farther than by the Spirit, the 
word, and his own experience, he 1s enabled to 
prove all things. How elſe could he obey the ex- 
hortation zo hold faſi the beſt? How ſhall we be 
able to diſtinguiſh you and the reſt of the falſe 
prophets, who come in their own name and ſay 
God ſent them? You all ſay ſome things that are 
true, and all of you have a multitude of followers. 


It was our Lord's own mark by which he directs us 


to know them. F any will come in his own name 
bim they will hear. You ſay, but we have only 
your bare word for it © that Ve have the orders of 
© God by you.” Before I believe this, I muſt ſee. 


_ thoſe fruits by which we are to judge of the tree, 
and underſtand your meſſage : What is it? 


A : M54 

Now we will ſtep on to page 23, where he 
Promiſes to compare ſome things in their caſe 
with 


0 23) 
with ours, and to _ us New-Teſtament Un- 
guage. 


He begins with quoting Rev. ii. 21—23, and 


1 ſays © This is Jezebel, or the whore of Babylon, 
« whom God will caſt into a bed, and them that 
% commit adultery with her into great tribulation, 
“ and kill her children with death.” And in page 


24 he ſays, there ſhe lies now, and the kings of 


« the earth who eſpouſe her cauſe, encourage it, 
« and profeſs it, Chriſt will caſt them into great 
« tribulation, except they repent of their deeds ; 


<« and all ſuch as go over to her, or become her con- 


« yerts, ſhall be deftroyed.” Are not thoſe com- 


tortable words to urge our haſty flight thither? He 


may very well forbid us to conſider, if he meant 
that any ſhould obey his voice therein. But, Who 
does he mean by the kings that eſpouſe her caule ? 

In page 66, he places the king of Britain firſt 
among the ten horns of the beaſt, and in page 72 
he makes E one of the ten toes in the great 
image. Dare he be fo ſeditious as to point fo 
| homeward as this ?—Is this New-Teſtament lan- 
guage? After ſpending 20 pages to urge our 
tlight to Babylon, as our only refuge and ſafety, he 
now tells us that we ſhall be deſtroyed there. Who, 


but fools can believe ſuch ambiguous and contra- | 


dictory prophecies ? 

In page 24, is another of his prophecies thus: 

From the beginning of the next fiery trial which 
befals 
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( 24 ) 
cc „ befals the New- Teſtament churches; to the de- 
« ſtruction of the great whore called miſiycal Ba- 
« bylon, will be the ſame date (that 1s, ſeventy 
ce years) according to the teaching I am under.” 

In page 80 he ſays, 67 or 68 years more will 
<* bring him to his place: his time now is within 
ce the age of man.” Compare theſe two places 
together, and you will then ſee what teaching he is 


under. For as no Fiery trial has befell the church 


ſince Mary's days; nor probably will, unleſs ſome 


ſudden and unexpected revival takes place; be- 


cauſe the churches are all in a ſleepy Laodicean 
ſtate, unfit for any fiery trial. Hence it is evident 
one of thete his prophecies muſt be falſe, and ſurely 


the reader has diſcernment enough to know that The 


prophet that telleth lies he is the tale. And it is 
certain that every lie is not of God; but of the 


devil. Now aſk what teaching was this but ſuch as 


we have recorded in 2 Chron. xvit. 21. © I will 
ec go out and be a lying ſpirit in the mouth of his 
«© prophets.” 

Towards the end of page 25, he peak as if he 


was a little awakened from his dream, and ſays, 


« But my buſineſs lies with the people of God.” 
Surely if he had thought ſo, he would have endea- 
voured to have fed them with the bread of God, 
Chriſt Jeſus. But, alas, all his following pages 
only ſerve to ſhew the teaching he is under; for 


he can no more ceaſe from purſuing his political 


rant, 


r 


CS W XX 
tant, than Aſahel could turn aſidè from following 
Abner, though it were to his own deſtruction. 
His next four pages are to explain the word 
temptation, in which, as he has made ſome very 
groſs miſtakes, I ſhall net paſs them all by un- 
noticed. The firſt is, that he ſays © Abraham 
« was ordered to murder his own child; without 
« doing any thing-worthy of death, or of bonds.” 
How impious ! to. call an offering of God's ap- 
pointment Munper, and thereby charge God 
tooliſhly with breaking his own laws, © Thou 
c ſhalt do no murder.” Even the laws of men 
might have taught him better. He who vio- 
lently kills another is called a ' murderer, but 
that murderer ſuffering death for the ſame, accord- 
ing to the ſentence of the law, can with no pro- 
priety be termed murder, but execution; i. e. 
the act of a righteous law which puts the murderer 
to death. Again: How can he ſay Iſaac had done 
nothing worthy of death? Was he not a ſinner 
under the ſentence of the law? And can the exe- 
cution of that law be murder? Or can any one 
queſtion God's right of appointing his own father 
to be the executioner? As well may any fond 
parent, bereft of the infant darling of his heart, 
ſay, God has murdered his child, without having 
done any thing worthy of death, as to apply ſuch 
language to Abraham's grand repreſentation of the 
paſchal Lamb, with irs antitype the glorious. ſin- 
Et „ offering 


. 
offering for our ſouls. This is the beautiful figure 
of that great act of faith, and the important leſſon 


it teaches, viz. That when we, as Iſaac did, yield 


up ourſelves to the full ſtroke of the law, open o 

breaſts to the ſword of divine juſtice, and juſtify 
the father that ſtretches forth the knife, then we 
ſee the ram caught in the thicket: i. , Deity 
vailed in human fleſh, and entangled (if I may ſo 
day)! in the briars and thorns of the victim's ſins: 


— ———— 
CO —— 


he receives the ſtroke, and the culprit ariſes with 
new life from the dead. To this Paul alludes in - 
Rom. xii. 1, 6, 13. © I beſeech you by the mer- 
ce cies of God, that ye preſent your bodies a living 
ce facrifice, and yield yourſelves unto God as thoſe 
ce that are alive from the dead.” To return, he 
ſays, © Abraham was ordered to do what God 
« never intended he ſhould do.” This is falſe; 


for God only told him to offer Iſaae for 4 burnt 


offering, and this he actually did; for Abraham's. 


act was a perfect offering; but his concluſion, 


thereon is the doctrine of popery, ſetting up ſincere 
obedience. Read his own words immediately join- 


ing, © and this taught Abraham this leſſon, that 
God accepts the will for the deed.” And to aid 


the deluſion, he quotes Paul's words; © If there be 
« firſt a willing mind, it is accepted.” What is ac- 
cepted? Why the gift flowing from a willing mind, 
vas accepted by Paul, and the brethren who were to 


receive it, But ſhallI —_—_ to you, who once ſeemed, 


willing 


1 | 
willing to teach it, that God's acceptance of us, or 
any thing from us, is only in Chriſt, however ſin- 
cere we may be in our wills and intentions? 1 
thought you uſed to preach this doctrine once, and 
endeavoured, like Jerubbaal, to cut down all the 
images and groves of that idol, ſincere obedience. 
What! a maſter builder! and now turn again to 
build the things you once eng and 6 make 
yourſelf a tranſgreſſor? 


Page 27 you ſay, This open cried 4 Abe 


c ham ſorely.” Is not this judging of ſpiritual 
things by carnal reaſon? Abraham, as well as Paul, 
could do all things, and with the utmoſt cheerful- 
neſs too, when Chriſt ſtrengthened him, and like 
poor me, he could do nothing without him. If I 
might judge of Abraham in that great act of faith 
by my own experience, in the various exerciſes of 
real faith which the Lord has led me through, he 
could moſt truly ſay with Chriſt, I delight to do 
thy will, O God; thy law is within my heart. Can 
that be a /ore trial which a man delights in? It is 
nothing but unbelief and diſtruſt that cauſes pain 


in doing or ſuffering, any part of God's will. I 


know theſe are hard ſayings to thoſe who have not 
been with Abraham in Moriah, thoſe mountains of 
viſion where the ſoul is ſwallowed up in Chriſt. 


Again you ſay, © This trial was to let Abraham 


« know the power of grace in his own heart.“ 


If this was all, then this ſcripture would have been 
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of private interpretation. Beſides, Abraham knew 


the power of God, and conſequently his grace 
before this, or he could not have ſo cheerfully 


obeyed; I confider therefore the end of Abraham's 
trial to be, to give a proof and example to all who 
ſaw his life and converſation, of the power of 
grace; 2dly, to ſet forth the nature of the act, or 
exerciſe of faith; 3dly, to ſet forth, as in a figure, 
the offering up of Chriſt the true ſeed. 

In page 29, after quoting Deut. xxix. 23, which 
treats of the ſufferings of the children of Iſrael in 
Egypt, and the deſtruction of Egypt, he ſays, 
« The ſubje& in hand was ſimilar to this.” What 


has this to do with going to Babylon, a land of 


captivity? whereas according to the true meaning 


of this text, they were come out of captivity. 


What miſapplications of Scripture do we find in 
almoſt every page? And inſtead of that New- 
Teſtament language he promiſed in page 23, I 
find only a new and moſt ſhameful teſt of loyalty, 
viz. Running oven to the enemy; which ſeems to 
be the ſecret of going away to Babylon. 

In page 36; he has dragged. the © Warin heaven, 
„Michael and his angels; &c.” into his faction; 
Rill confounding letter and ſpirit, hiſtory and myſ⸗ 
tery. He tells us © This trying hour is not only 
« foretold, but felt by many * I would aſk by 
whom 2 I. is indeed ee. felt by the a but 


*& 


Rene Lis * ; ſurely 


( 29 ) | 

Curely not by him; unleſs it be in a trembling! of 
heart through foreboding fears. 
He fays, “ Not all the annals of time furniſh us 

« with an account of ſuch a time as the preſent 
£ time.” Bad enough it truly 1s, but we have 
not yet got into ſo doleful a ſituation as Jeruſalem, 
when Veſpaſian beſieged it, while it was rent moſt 
- horribly by three factions within, and by a famine 
ſo dreadful, that delicate women ate their beloved 
children; Oh! What a meal : 
From Michael and his angels he runs away to 
the Revelations, and compares that ſweet ſpiritual 
text, The word of my patience, to going away to 
Babylon. Thus, by a hop, ſtep, and a jump, he 
goes from book to book without any regard to 
analogy or connection, and, like an Ignis-fatuus, 
leads his followers from bog to bog till they all 
faſten in the mud. He fays it is all Scripture ; 
the texts he reads at full length, and thus it glides 
down as ſweet and precious; it is all one tune; it 
ſpends the time, fills the page, and that is enough 
for him, and his fimple ones who buy it: for as to 
underſtanding it, ſome think it is too preſuming 
to attempt to comprehend what ſuch a wile, learned, 
and great man ſays. Though he may juſtly com- 
plain as it reſpects himſelf and his people to whom 


be ſpake it, © That the ſhadows of the even- 


ing have been long ſtretched over us, and we 
are gone far into night and into darkneſs,” If 
| e - 
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he feels this 1 fnould rejoice ; for the firſt ſtep to 
riſe, is a full ſight and ſenſe of our fall; and if he 
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ever ſhould be raiſed up again to walk with humi- 
lity in the ſteps of the meek and lowly Jeſus, all 
the true ſheep. will exceedingly rejoice. God is 
able to raiſe him up, and will, if the root of the 
matter be found in him. Though he has done all 
that great wickedneſs, which has fo ſtained his 
garments that many of the faithful are forced to 


withdraw from him, and are aſhamed to own him 


for a brother; yet I dare not paſs that rigid ſen- 
tence of eternal damnation on him, as he has. moſt 
unjuſtly done on many. I am yet unwilling, 


- though I thus ſpeak, to count him as an enemy, - 


and had much rather receive him as a brother be- 
loved. 

Page 38, in hi New-Teſtament language he : 
renews his old ſubje& thus: Them that will not 
ce put their necks under the yoke of the king of 
& Babylon, ſhall bo purſued by the ſword, by fa- 
« mine, and by peſtilence: they ſhall be for an 
« aſtoniſhment, a hiſſing and a curſe: and pro- 
ceeds thus: * And now what is the declarative 
< will of God to us, upon whom this ſecond trying 
« hour is come?” but he gives us no ſort of ex- 
planation either of the firſt or ſecond, and leaves 


it without any reference whatſoever. Then he 


anſwers his Own queſtion with theſe words: Juft 
« he ſame as it was to wem; and inſtantly from 
| : -- "this 


„ 
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ture, that” s enough; 


makes between reigning and tyranny. Sin is ſaid 
to reign over the wicked; Why? becauſe its com- 


6 
this aſſertion he ſtarts away to Prov. viii. 15. By 
c me kings reign, and princes decree juſtice; which 
has no more to do with the firſt or ſecond trying 


hour, or going down to Babylon, than cobbling 


has to do with preaching, | or politics with the 
Goſpel. Well, but it is in the Bible; it is Scrip- 
it muſt be good, though 
it proves none of his aſſertions. = his 
averment will ſtand for proof among his ow 
people, and therefore he adds, «This is the re- 
c vealed will of God to us, that there is not a 
<« king that reigns, a prince, noble, or judge that 
e rules in all the earth as civil magiſtrates, but 
« .what reign and rule by him.” But he makes 
no difference between God's ſufferance, and his 
gracious appointments. ' By his ſufferance we 
know that the Devil reigns in the hearts of the 
diſobedient, but will any man fay he reigns by 


_ God's gracious appointments, or that it is his de- 


light? But we know that juſt governors, and 
righteous government, are his delight. No man 
can ſay ſo of wickedneſs, tyranny, and oppreſſion, 
that they are his delight. Again, I wiſh to pre- 
ſerve that juſt diſtinction which I think the text 


mands are their delight. So Chriſt is ſaid to reign 
in, or over his ſaints ; becauſe they delight to do 
his will: and a king is juſtly faid to reign when 
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he poſieſſes the hearts and n of his people; 


but when he alienates their hearts, and compels a 


obedience by the force of power, to the cruel 
oppreſſion of his people, it is not a reign, but a 
tyranny, which God hates. So when Chriſt comes 
to deſtroy his enemies that would not let him reign 


over them, it is not called a reign, but his range 
work —his wrath—his fierce anger and his fury 
poured forth, &c. Hence from your text in Prov. 
it is evident, that if kings reign by righteous 


government in the hearts of their people, or if 
princes and magiſtrates decree juſtice, it is not of 
themſelves they do ſo, but of God's wiſe appoint- 


ment, and the over-ruling power of his good hand 


upon them, that inclines or conſtrains them thus 
to do; juſt in the ſame ſenſe and way as men that 
act honeſtly towards their neighbour, it is God 
that makes and keeps them ſo. For it is in man's 


nature to tyrannize over one another from the firſt 


tranſgreſſion to this day: and when they wickedly 
afflict, oppreſs, deſtroy, tyrannize, and decree in- 


juſtice or * frame. miſchief by a law,” it is by 
God's ſufferance, and not * his command or 


approbation. 
In his next paragraph we come to what! Tl 
pole he calls his New. Teſtament language. 


Attend to it. And what is his (f. e. God's) com- 


« mand, his Watch-word, and bis Warning tous? 
« Juſt the ſame as it was to the Jews of old, 


cc Let 5 


n 
te Tet every foul be ſubject to the higher powers; 
e for there is no power but of God: the powers 
er that be are ordained of God. Whoſoever therefore 
85 < reſt Neth the power, reſiſteth the ordinance of God ; 

ec and they that reſiſt ſhall receive to themſelves 
. & damnation. This warning to us, (continues he) 
« under the preſent time of trial (by Paul) is 
ce exactly the ſame as that by the prophet Jere- 
« miah. All nations, ſays God, ſhall ſerve the 
ce king of Babylon; Let every Soul be ſubject to 
ce the higher powers.” The only key word of all 
this is the higher power, and that, in the moſt pointed 
terms, he ſhews us is the king of Babylon, i. e. the 
great Conqueror; for the "victor muſt be the 
higher power. This, according to his own con- 
cluſion, is the ſum of all, and ſeems to be his 
ſecret; that if the F h come, and you reſift 
them, and do not go over to them, as being or- 
dained of God to that end, you are damned. 
Attend to his own words above, and immediately 
following, thus: © I have given all theſe nations 
(may he not allude to Spain, Holland, Italy, Por- 
tugal, and great part of Germany?) into the 
hands of my © ſervant, the king of Babylon: the 
« powers that be are ordained of God. He that 
ce did not ſubmit his neck to the yoke of the king 
« of Babylon, adhered to a lie, and was ſeduced 
© and ruined as a rebel againſt God: he that re- 
& ſiſteth the power, reſiſteth the ordinance of 
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© God. The rebels were delivered up 6s God, 


to be a reproach and a proverb, a taunt and 
a curſe in all places whither God drove them. 
Yea, ſays God, I will make us City à curſe 
to all the nations of the earth. Theſe rebels 
were curſed according to the law, and thoſe 
that reſiſt ſhall receive to themſelves damnation, 
according to the Goſpel.” 
When the readers remember, that the text he 
preached from exhorts the people to return FROM 
Babylon, what muſt they think of this political ex- 
hortation to fly with all ſpeed into the arms of the 
enemy, under pain of eternal damnation if they 
refuſe, and with the aſſurance of being intreated 
well, if they obey his word? for it is impoſſible to 
put any other conſtruction on his words. As you 
read, only enquire who he means by the higher 
Powers, and you will find, if there is any meaning 
in his words, it is the king of Babylon; a limb 
of the Devil, who was a general ſcourge to man- 
kind; and whoſe horrible tyranny, and abſolute 
dominion, has fired all the tyrants of the earth, 
fince his day, with the like ambition and cruelty. 
Are wickedneſs, pride, ambition, and tyrannizing 
{way, the higher powers? Who is wicked enough to 
affirm this? Had he digeſted the text with which he 
cloſed that paragraph, (Rom. xiii. 3 and 4.) or 
had he aſked ſome expert ſchool boy, he might 
have got a better explanation of the higher powers. 
| "1 But 
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But ler us examine his words More cloſely 
ſtil; he ſay:, © Rulers are not a terror 1 


good works.” If this be true, then they who are 
a terror to good works, are not God's rulers, but 


| robbers in a double ſenſe; for they firſt rob God, 


by the abuſe of that power which he gave them 
for the good of the people, and then rob the people 
of that juſtice which is their indubitable right. 
Again, Are they a terror to evil? Then, like 
David, they will not know a wicked perſon; nor 
ſhall any liars tarry in their fight: For that Ruler, 
who is a true terror to evil, will ſcatter away all 
evil with his eyes. Again, 1s be the miniſter of God 
to us for good; and, if we do that which is good, 
ſhall we have praiſe of the Jame? Then ſay, by 
what power-of God's gracious appointment do thoſe 
ſuffer, whoſe goods are violently torn from them, 
their perſons and families expoſed to all the horrors 
of poverty and famine, by cruel exactions? And dare 
you ſtand up in your pulpit, with the effrontery of a a 
demon, and aver, as in page 74, that if any are buf- 


. feted, it is in rich juſtice for their faults, Where is 


the ſtrict juſtice? point it out! What faults have 
thoſe ſufferers committed, to juſtify your abomi- 
nable lies? Perhaps ſome of them have been faulty 
in contributing, as they thought, to your neceſ- 
ſities, but eventually, to feed your pride. You, 
Sir, ſhould at leaſt forgive them this wrong; for 
time was, when you was guilty of the ſame crime. 
F. 1 of 
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words, cried, © Is there no butter, daddy?” and 
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to prophecy, nor am I, like you, a fabricator of 
dreams, or a dealer in viſions ; yet, from the little 


juſtly reſpected fer a long courle of years; but 


( 4 ) 
of being poor, when your little one, with a meah- 
ing in her looks and expreſſion, more piercing than 


then you ſeemed to have the bowels of a father's 
heart; but now you ſeem to have imbibed all the 
ferocity, pride, and inhumanity of that haughty 
tyrant to whom you have directed your people to 
go, the king of Babylon, I have no pretenſions 


knowledge I have of the Scriptures, I will venture 
to affirm, that if God does not abaſe and humble 
your pride, you are none of his, You may preach 
or pray like an Angel, or an Archangel, but if 
you are not humbled, I am certain the Spirit of 
Chriſt is not, nor ever was in you. Look back to 
the many ſtruggles you haye had with poverty, 
and compare them with the piteous groans of 
the poor and miſerable of yarious deſcriptions, 
Aſk your friend Mr. C—f, and he will give you 
the real living traits of miſery and wretchedneſs, 
only among his connection, that will exceed the 
conception of moſt men, and then ſay, if you can 
find honeſty or humanity enough to confeſs it, that 
all your troubles were but as a drop in the bucket, 
compared to what many now feel, who once, by 
honeſt induſtry, diligence, and aſſiduity, paid 
all taxes, and lived comfortably, quietly, and 
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now, in the decline of life, when age, ſickneſs, and 
infirmities require, not only an aſylum from the 
toils of buſineſs, but the indulgence of afflu- 
ence, they are moſt piteouſly bereſt of all, and 
driven to that extremity as to beg, under all 
the preſſure of ſhame, cold, hunger, nakedneſs, age, 
and ſickneſs, or to famiſh in their miſerable abodes, 
or, perhaps, feed on their already expired offspring; 
While you, who by birth was excluded in the law from 
entering the temple, have, by the prieſtly craft, ſo riſen 
from the loweſt ſtep in human life, as to inſult over 
the miſeries of thoſe wretched ſufferers, by telling 
them they are buffeted in ſtritt juſtice for their faults. 
Are theſe the fruits of your Chriſtianity? I have heard 
of more than one who ſaid, © None need to ſtarve 
« in this country; let them go to the army or 
ce navy: and if unfit for theſe, let them go to the 
« workhouſe.” How long, O Lord God, holy and 
true, ſhall the wicked triumph ? Thou haſt ſaid, The 
Poor and needy ſhall not always be forgotten, and 
F they ery at all unto thee, thou wilt bear them. 
Though they ſuffer all that miſery which others 
have inflicted, yet vengeance is his, and he will 
repay: yea, he has put words into their mouths, 
and taught them to weary him with importunity, - 
as the widow did the unjuſt judge, ſaying, O God, 
10 whom Vengeance belongeth, * thyſelf. e to 
Book again. 
In page 40 he ſays, (But that which! made it a 
« fore trial in the days of old, was the curſed 


(36) 


« work of the miniſters of Satan; and among the 
ce Jews lying prophets brought thouſands ro periſh 
e by {word and famine, who were cut off with a 
“e he in their right hand, in the very act of re- 
% bellion.” Now, what does the prophet W. H. 
fay? Attend to his arguments. He ſays, © Necho's 


< being an infidel, was no reaſon why Joſiah ſhould 


te not ſubmit to him. © The king of Babylon's 
te being an infidel, was no reaſon why the Jews ſhould 


not ſubmit to him; what inference would he draw, 


or rather has he not artfully left it with his hearers 
to draw the inference, that the French being in- 
fidels, affords no reaſon why we ſhould not ſubmit 
to them? His urgent command is, Go away to 
Babylon. 


Now for the cha be introduces, the firſt 


is Tom Pain, under the name of a /elf-deifier and 
enchanter, Pain has ever been an open enemy, 


which is a far more honorable character than a 
falſe friend: But truth is a rock that will ourſtand 


all the rage of men or devils. It is Prieſtcraft that 


trembles at the name of Pain, not Truth. It 
is a well known fact, that W. H. always 
aſſumes the ſame dignity and authority as the 
prophet he ſpeaks from. Now look back to his 
16th page, and you will ſee his craft in theſe 


words, Ezekiel is in the PERSON of God; the in- 


ference is plain; and I doubt whether Pain ever 
made ſuch a reach to deify himſelf, as W. II. 
15 For 
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For his title to an enchanter, witneſs the numbers. 


who are deluded and bewitched by him. And it 


is certain, none furniſh Pain with ſtronger weapons, 


and none has given the enemy greater cauſe to 


blaſpheme, than W. H. by his pride, covet- 


ouſneſs, jealouſy, envy, hatred, malice, _ im- 


placable ferocity. 


He next introduces Richard e between 
whom and W. H. there is ſuch a ſimilarity in their 
prophetic writings, that I think he ought to ac- 


knowledge him as a true yoke-fellow. They both 


profeſs to have a ſingular ſuper-divine commiſſion 


from God, and to be ſent to his people: the chief 


difference lies in the place of deſtination: Brothers 
fays, Go to Feruſalem, and promiſes to lead them 


in perſon: But W. H. ſays, Go away to 


« Babylon, ftand not ftill, but does not tell them 


where it lies, nor how they are to get there, neither 


does he offer to lead them. 


The third of his brother prophets he calls a mere 


boy, who he ſays “ was a lunatic. from his cradle.” 
If fo, he was more the object of pity than inſult. 
« This Thudas (ſays he) came forth to perform 


ce greater things than thoſe of Judas of Galilee, in 
* the days of the taxing.” No wonder then if 


Judas be offended that one ſhould ariſe to perform 
greater things than himſelf, I know none in our 
day, to whom the character of Judas of Galile 


can anſwer ſo well, as to W. H. who in theſe days 
. 
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of the treble taxing, has diſtinguiſhed himſelf as 
the head of a party, and, like him, drawn away 


much people after him. One thing I muſt ſay, 


that none have diſcovered ſo malignant a ſpirit, as 


this Judas of Galilee; the effects of which have 
been ſeverely felt by the breach it has made in 


families, ſowing diſcord and animoſities between 


the neareſt relatives, and ſeparating chief friends; 
fo that, his word has been attended with as great 
power as that of Thudas, though not with the 
fame effect; for he ſays Thudas's word has been 
powerful among the ladies; but his word has been 
powerful. in ſetting brother againſt brother, huſ- 
band againſt wife, &c. &c. And that 'not for 
the truth's ſake, but entirely for the ſake of ſetting | 
up one man, to pull down every other; as it 
W. H.'s fame, credit, and character could not 
ſtand but upon the ruin of others. To borrow 
his own words, I aſk, What ſpirit is this? A 
bitter one indeed; and, as he * * Where this 
re ſpirit dwells the devil reigns.” 

Page 43 he ſays, We may come a little nigher 
ce home yet. Not a few of various denominations, 
« yea among the dignified, and among the decent, 
« are nothing elſe but falſe prophets ; yea, the 
cc nation ſwarms with them, who are not at all 
« afraid to ſpeak evil of dignities.” Here ſeems 
to be ſomething envious. Does he think his craft 
in danger by the multitude of his profeſſion? ? for it 


16 


C483 
is certain he is included in this groupe; who has him- 
ſelf long been accuſtomed 70 ſpeak evil of dignities. 
Our national church is a conſpicuous branch of the 
' legiſlature: Church and King is the firm of the 
houſe, according to the Britiſh law ; becauſe the 

Ring is the civil head of the Church of England: 
I may call all his people to witneſs, if any man 
has ever ſo abuſed and ran down that church as 
himſelf in his pulpit ? Was not this, according to 
his own ideas, a wilful ſpeaking evil of dignities ? 
And has he not hereby violated his oath, which 
he ſo much boaſts of Keeping ſacred, and for the 
breach of which he conſigns ſo many thouſands to 
hell and damnation? Surely W. H. is in a ſad 
plight if his own words be true. | 

He has faid a deal about reſiſting the civil 
powers, but has not once told.us what it is to reſiſt, 
or who they arc that have reſiſted. Have any of 
his congregation at Titchficld-ſtreet taken up Aa 
ſlaughter weapon, or withſtood the law in the 
execution of it? If they have; why don't he go 
and tell the king of it, according to his oath? 
If they have not, or he knows none who have; To 
whom was he preaching all that ſtuff and nonſenſe ? 
And if he could find out none after he had preached 
it, Why did he publiſh it? Was it to turn the 
penny? or to dupe ſome of the poor fill; ſheep, 
who, moved with compaſſion at his pitiful com- 
plaints of poverty, might ſend him a few bank 
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notes to enable him to pay che treble taxes when 
they come? For I find, notwithſtanding all his 
abundance, he was not aſhamed to tell them that 
barefaced lie, (though he has not printed it,) Thar 


t be Was as poor as any of them.” No man out 


of the eſtabliſhment has profited more by prieſt- 
craft than himſelf, and no man underſtands the ſecrets 
of that trade better. Some indeed ſuſpect that the 
publiſhing was to hide thoſe groſs parts which he 


was afraid of; ſo that, if any who heard it ſhould 


repeat the ſame, his ſycophants may ſay, I is not ſo 
in the book. If it be fo, may we not, when we reflect 
on the once low and humble ſtate from which he has 
riſen, -exclaim, O the depths of Satan! How full of 


all ſubtiliy! J forbear, though I cannot but ſhudder 


j 


at this, and many other devices which I paſs over. 
Page 24 he ſays, © Why are the higher powers 


* hated?” then gives this fooliſh reaſon, Why, 


becauſe they are the higher powers.” —What wiſ- 
dom! They are the Higher powers, becanſe they 
are the bigher powers, Righteous magiſtracy is 
God's bleſſed gift, and is what every good man is 
wiſhing to fee eſtabliſhed: it is the ſubverſion of that 


power which God gave, called tyranny and oppreſ- 


fion, that mankind hate and groan under. Hear 
how he argues, Who made them ſo? Why God. 
« Then he that reſiſteth the power reſiſteth the ? 
« ordinance of God, and fights againſt him, and 
they chat reſiſt ſhall receive to themſelves dam- 


* nation.“ : 


I 


(43) 


nation.“ Does he mean to ſay chat God made all 


che tyrants cruel, or gave them power in order to 


oppreſs or deſtroy the people by ſword and famine? 


My God is a righteous God; he hath no delight in, 


but. hates wickedneſs and cruelty, He gave men 


the office of magiſtracy to execute judgment and 


juſtice ; and they, on accepting that office, ſwore 


to do fo; and fo long as they do this, they well 


deſerve the utmoſt reſpect, and are worthy of all 
that honour which is due from man to man. But 


when they violate their oath, and turn judgment into 


gall, and righteouſneſs into wormwood, they are not 
God's magiſtrates ; for God gave them not that 
power or commiſſien to oppreſs and tyrannize; tho? 
in his myſterious providence he permits ſuch things 
to be: yet, to ſay that they receive a power or 
commiſſion from God to do this, is horrid blaſ- 
phemy: And none reſiſt the TR uE higher power, 
and ordinance of God, ſo much as all wicked 
magiſtrates, and thoſe who juſtify their evil deeds. 
Is man the power ordained of God? Look at 
Paul, when he ſtood before the high Prieſt ſitting 
in God's chair of magiſtracy; Who whether he was 
a good man or a bad one, as far as he diſpenſed 
righteous judgment, according to the law and power 
God had given him, ſo far he was truly acting 
under the higher power, and was to be reverenced 
as the ordinance of Ged; but when he com- 
manded Paul to be ſmitten contrary to God's law - 
| | F 2 2 (for 
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e was God's High Prieſt.“ 


1 4 : 
(for that is the higher power, being God's ordinance) 
Paul rebukes him ſharply ; and, with the keeneſt 
ſatire, ſays, Cod ſhall ſmite thee thou whiled wall,” 
&c. alluding, probably, to the ſepulchres which 
are white and fair without, but moſt filthy within. 


The byſtanders reprove him: But mark how. 


he maintains his ground,“ I knew not that be 
Implying that ſince he 
ſo far forgot the nature of his office as (when 
ſitting to judge according to law) to command me 
to be ſmitten contrary to law, I do not acknowledge 


him to be GOD 's high Prieſt. That Paul knew 
him to be the man who filled that office before 


men, cannot be denied; not. only as he ſaw him 
inveſted with the robes, and filling the chair of 
magiſtracy, but as having himſelf acted in com- 
miſſion under him ; therefore the high prieſt muſt | 
be well known to him, and he muſt be well known 
to the high prieſt ; ; whom Paul calls as a witneſs i in 
Acts xxii. 6. «As alſo the high prieft doth bear me 
ec witneſs. ” And further, to convince them he 


had not ſpoken raſhly, nor forgot his obligation of 


reverence to God's own ordinance, he adds, „I. 
« ig ritten thou ſhalt not ſpeak evil of the ruler of 
« thy people; His meaning was plainly a con- 
tinuation, or juſtification of his firſt ſatirical rebuke: 
As if he had faid, I knew, that if he had been 
God's high prieſt, he could not have acted ſo 


| contrary to God's law, as to order me to be thus 


ſmitten, : 


( 45. ) 
jmitten; and therefore he is not God's high prieſt, 
though he fits as my judge. | 

We now come to his ſentiments about oaths and. 
perjury, where he ſays, © the king (meaning Zede- 
« kiah) likewiſe had perjured himſelf.” What! 
a king, and yet perjure himſelf! It ſeems then 
that even Kings may reſiſt the higher power; and it 
ſeems alſo that W. H. can arraign the conduct 
even of kings. Sometimes he appears like a 
flaming tory—a high church bigot—a Jacobite, 
reviving the old exploded doctrine of paſſive obe- 
dience and non reſiſtance; at another time he ap- 
pears like a Jacobine, breathing nothing but a 
ſpirit of Wande . « Haſte e to ee 

ec haſte away.” $65 

As he fays e chat he is comparing 
tha caſe with ours, what can he allude to in 
theſe words? „ But he (i. e. the above king) 
< rebelled againſt him, in ſending his ambaſſadors 
« into Egypt, that he might give him horſes and 
ce much people. Shall he proſper * Shall he eſcape 
« that doeth ſuch things? or ſhall he break the 
« covenant/and be delivered? As I live, [faith 
e the Lord, ſurely in the place where the king 
«« dwelleth' that made him king, whoſe oath he 
<« deſpiſed, and -whoſe - covenant he brake, ever 
« with him in the midſt of Babylon be ſhall dle. 
Neither ſhall Pharoab, with his mighty army, make 
« for him in the war.” If by Egypt he means 
Germany, and by Babylon, the conquering army, 


2 _ —— 
2 4 Lat: 4 


: „ 
the interpretation :s plain. If he had no alluſion to 
theſe, I cannot perceive the leaft degree of compa- 
riſon between their caſe and ours. He adds, * Falſe 
ec ſwearing ſeems to be the crying fin of their 
« nation, and the ſame is the leading crime of 
© ours, in this hour of temptation which is come 
te upon us. No ſmall number among vs, who 
« have took. oaths to be true and faithful to our 


te preſent ſovereign, are now moſt falſe, unfaithful 


<« to. him, and filled with the ſpirit of rebellion 
« againſt him.” , 
It is certain that by US he muſt inchals himſelf; 
and indeed he is included in the number whether 
he confeſſes it or not; but perhaps he meant this 
as a confeſſion: of it: for it is a fact, that no man 
has diſcovered more of that rebellious ſpirit in the 
pulpit than W. H. by his anathemas againſt the 


national church, with its biſhops, and clergy, &c. 


He next introduces the oaths which he calls 
ours. If he had ſworn to them, perhaps not ten 


in his whole flock had done ſo beſides. But what 


are they foiſted into the book for, when he did 
not utter them in the ſermon? Is it to fill up the 
place of other things which he did ſpeak, but has 
deſignedly left out for ſhame? or is it to ſhew his 
great loyalty and obedience to what he has often 
abuſed as the groſſeſt ſuperſtition and idolatry? 
There is a command which ſays, Swear not at 
all. And St. James, who, I ſuppoſe, had as. 


„ 


: 3 a power in FO Goſpel as W. H. lays, Say 
NOT I WILL; much leſs, SWEAR you will or 
will not: And when that ſwearing 1s built upon 
mere peradventure, or hearſay and conjecture, ſuch. 
as he exhibits, with what ſanctity, or honeſt con- 
ſcience, can a true Chriſtian ſubſcribe to it? But 
if W. H. is not haſting away to Babylon, he 
has got into the right track of papiſtical fuper- 
ftition here. The papiſts ſay, that by laying 
three fingers on the book, implies an invocation 
of the Trinity, and catholic faith, and that the 
thumb and little finger under it, is a token of 
damnation of body and ſoul, if they do not de- 
poſe the truth, W. II. ſays, page 51, Holding 
© the Bible in our hand implies that wwe hold the 
re truth therein contained, as our rule of faith and 
« practice, kiſſing the book /igniſies our cordial em- 
« bracing the things therein revealed.” Is this the 
man who ſtands up to ſmite his fellow- ſervants, to 
lord it over the ſheep of Chriſt, —to buffet his 
brethren, and knock every prieſt about the head, 
as though no one preached. the goſpel but himſelf? 
Such papal ſtuff as this we may hear at Rome, or 
in any church or chapel almoſt in the kingdom. Is 
this the only pole ſtar for all way-faring men to look 
to? If they follow the falſe glimmerings of this 
Ignis-Fatuus, they will ſurely get among the bogs, 
or founder on the rocks: for with his papal device ' 
of holding the book, he preaches the doctrine of 


7 | 


- 


_ „ 
. } | popery, or arminianiſm, and ſays & that we may 
1 . Porfe all right, and all claim upon God, his 
1 « word, his providence, and his grace, & c. 
1 * Surely if W. H. had been ſent of God, 
Wl he would have known, that theſe are not in our ; 
| bands to fell or forfeit ſo lightly, by the craft and 
* | ſubtilty of Satan or his ſervants. For, though we 
* had made our league with death, or were ſworn 
in an agreement with Hell, yet when Hx ſhall 
| come whoſe right we are, neither the league, or 
oath, or agreement ſhall ſtand. I once thought 
he preached this truth faithfully, and then I moſt 
3 cordially acknowledged him as a miniſter and a 
Wi brother in Chriſt ; but furely if he had been of the 
l | i truth he would have learnt, That we are not our own, 
F386 that we are bought with a price, by one who 
| 4. bbleſſed be his name) is ever able to make good 
1 his purchaſe, and ſecure it, be it where it will. 
i If W. H. is not, I bleſs God I am a daily living 
1 | teſtimony to the truth of this doctrine, and one 
0 that dares challenge earth or hell to contradict or 
lt overthrow it. - „ 
i 'F That ſuperſtition leads to preſumption, no 
"WE man can deny: See a ſtriking inſtance of it in 
is 2 . W. H.: directly after thoſe I have juſt men- 
Wi if . tioned, he vauntingly ſays: Some talk of com- 
5 | cc pulſive oaths Mo man can compel E to challenge 
| | ; & the perfections of God, either to cover a lie, 
1 Bi T or to defy him to avenge it.” Aſk any expe- 
Wi 1 ä rienced 
Wil ; 
N / 
|: BUG 


( 49 ) 
DOES. Chriſtian; Does this proud boaſter know the 
wickedneſs of his own naughty heart, that if is moſt 
truly deceiiful ABOVE ALL THINGS, and deſperately 
wicked? How many of Satan's fools, in days of 
/ eaſe and proſperity, vainly cracked and boaſted 
like him, at the beginning of Mary's reign ? 
but ſoon after they made ſhipwreck of all their | 
profeſſion, and joined the horrible perſecutors. 
Such fooliſh, ungodly boaſting, would lead me | 
to ſuſpect, that if another fiery trial was ts come 
upon the church in his time, he would not be far 
off from a ſecond Bonner; the natural ferocity 
of his temper being quite of that ſtamp ; and he 3: 
has given us a ſpecimen, how eaſily he can turn to wo 
any thing. As for compulſive oaths, it is a certain Wi. 
fact, that many thouſands have been compelled to || 
ſwear what their hearts could never accede to. | 
Sinful it is, and argues great weakneſs in thoſe who = | 
are ſo compelled; but is it not as ſinful, cruel, | 
and impolitic in the compellors? What lays 
W. H. No man can compel ME.“ Theſe are 
great words, far too big for a humble ſoul; but let it 
be my prayer; Lord, keep mo faithful unto death, 
and ever ſenſible that I am no longer ſafe, than 
thou art pleaſed to uphold me. Let him that 
THINKETH he ftandeth, take heed leſt he fall; for 
Pride goeth before deſtruction, and a haughty ſpirit 
of before a fall. Be not high-minded, but fear. If 
any of the Lord's people * defiled themſelves 
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with compullive oaths, in the name of jeſis Chriſt, 
whoſe blogd cleanſeth from all ſin, 1 ſay, I ſhall 
be forgiven him; in ſpite of all that W. H. 
or the fatanic teaching he is under, can ſay or do 
to prevent it. 
It is laughable to ſee how he confounds himſelf, | 
He aſſerts that © God gave Zedekiah up to hard- 
« neſs of heart, as soo as he violated his oath,” 
and quotes a text to prove it, which ſays, he reigned 
_ eleven years, and did evil in the fight of the Lord, 
&c. Could he, or W. H. do evil eleven years, 
before their hearts were hardened ? 

In page 52, he ſtates perjury and rebellion againſt 
the higher powers, as the two principal ſnares, or 
traps of Satan, by which he gets into the heart; 
as if Satan has no poſſeſſion there till a man either 
forſwears himſelf, or ſeeks to kill the king. He 
appears neither to ſee, nor feel, any of thoſe cords 
of iniquity by which he himſelf is bound: as an- 
belief, pride, ſelf-conceit, falſe light, vain confidence, 
a head full of Scripture, with a heart full of malice, 
&c. Theſe are mere pigmies with him, in com- 
pariſon of a deviation from his political ſentiments . 
| whereas, theſe not only prove the devil to be in the 
heart, but aſſimilate men more to the devil's likeneſs, 
than any political ſentiment can do. 

As all prieftcraft trembles at the name of Pain, 
ſo he is determined to be revenged on him, for 


expoſing 


-t on 


„ 


— 


| expoſing their 2 function, and therefore he 


brings him to the whipping-poſt again and again. 
Here he tells us Tom was involved in the guilt 


of perjury before he wrote ; implying that before 
he was perjured, as he calls it, he was not in the 


arms of Satan. It is certain, Tom Pain, bad as 

he is, as a natural man he is not ſo inconſiſtent 
a character as W. H., under the cloak of a mi- 
niſter of the meek and lowly Jeſus. © Tom, like 
all other men, came into the world with enmity 


againſt God, not ſubje& to the law of God, 
neither can he be ; nor does he make any preten- 


ſions to a new and ſpiritual birth ; therefore his fruit 
is anſwerable to the tree, or thorn, on which it 


grows. He pretends only to know one ſide of the 


| ſubject, that is what the natural light wherei n he was 
born ſhews him, and thus, by bis thirſt for know- 
ledge, he is no bad evidence of the neceſſity of the 
ſpirit's operation to beget, or create, a ſpiritual under- 


ſtanding. But W. H. pretends to a ſpiritual birth, = 


profeſſes anexperimental knowledge of both ſides, or 
ſtates, and pretends to ſuch a meaſure. of the ſpirit of 
God, as qualifies him to be a leader, to go before 
his flock ; he ſays, he is ſent to them from God, 

and teaches them to follow him. Now look at his 


fruits, and ſee how they agree: with theſe high pre- | 


tenſions. Wrath, anger, pride, greedineſs of gain, 
ſubtilty, felf- ſufficiency, maliciouſneſs, hatred, deceit, 
lies, falſe n es, crafiy ſubverting of the truth, 

G2 bandling 


e 
; 2 * 


( 52 0 1 | 
bandling the ward of God deceitfully, inbumanly PTY 


proudly inſulting the diſtreſſed, &c. All theſe grow 


as freely, and abound as much in him as on Tom 
Pain : But the fruits of the ſpirit which we look for 


on ſuch a fair ſpreading towering plant, as W. H. 
pretends to be, viz. Meekneſs, gentleneſs, kindneſs, 


patience, brotbęrly love, humanity, tender heartedneſs, 
being kindlyalfectionedone to another, in honour preferring 


one another, ſuccouring (not expoſing) them that are 
rempted, cloathed with humility, without diffimulation ; 


not walking in craftineſs, nor handling the word of God 
deceitfully, not lording it over the church, nor ſmiting 
or afflifting the brethren, nor tyraniſ ing over the flock; 

not taking the bread from the children of God to give it 


t dogs, and much leſs configning them to hell and dam- 


nation by his curſed ercommunications. As for theſe 


fruits of the new man, you may as well look for 


them in Tom Pain as in W. H. Where then 
is the proof of his new birth, or ſpiritual virginity ? 
Let us look further, and ſee if we can find better 
tokens thereof than theſe. Goon to 
Page 54. Here he inſults over thoſe, who, being 
more righteous and honeſt than himſelf, have ſuf. 
fered the puniſhment of the law, and have been 
tranſported to Botany Bay; not conſidering, that he 
himſelf has committed crimes enough to merit hell 
and damnation, if God had dealt with him in 


srxror JUSTICE 3 nor admiring the goodneſs of 
Bag | God 


E * 


God in preſerving him from the like, or works 
puniſhment. 25 

That many of his prophecies have ot falſe 
the event has determined. There is one here, on 


the ſame page, which immediately reſpects his- 


text; and whether true or falſe, time muſt diſ- 
cover. I believe (ſays he) the time of the jews 
ge temptation laſted ſome years from the rumours 
cc of the war to the taking of the city; and no 
ec doubt this was done that all who feared God 
c might eſcape ; and this of ours, which is A RE- 
„ ACTING OF THAT, hath continued a good while, 
ce and no doubt, for the ſame purpoſe,” 


To underſtand this prophecy, we muſt bear in 


| lid; that he is comparing their caſe with ours, 


* 


Now in their caſe the king was taken, and had his 


eyes put out at Babylon, and the whole city de- | 


ſtroyed. When all this is e- acted here among us, 
then W. H. vill retrieve ſome part of his reputation 


as a prophet; which the failure of various other pro- 


phecies has blaſted, viz. Several years ago he pro- 
Pheſied that the Pope would be in England, and 
that the romiſh perſecution would again be ſet up 


here.—Another time he propheſied, That God 


would never ſuffer the French to enter Holland, or 
any proteſtant country. © No, no, (ſaid he), 
«© when. they come near any proteſtant country, 
« God will put his hook in their noſe, and turn 
* them back 25 the way _ they came,” Theſe 
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hſt words he had out of the ſcripture ; whether 
God gave them to him, or whether he ſtole them, 
J leave my readers to judge: I ſhall only tell them, 
it is God's complaint againſt many of the parſonic 
tribe, that they ſteal his words every one from 


another; like ſo many dogs, one of which having 


ſtolen a bone that he can get no. marrow out of, 
every one of his fellows is trying to ſteal it from 
In Page 55, he gives us a new watch-word, 


having worn the.old one, of going to Babylon, quite 
 thread-bare. Now it is © you muſt be ſubje& for 


« conſcience fake. This (he adds) is our watch- 
« word in this hour of temptation.” Now he is 


turning to the ſtrongeſt ſide; before he was for 


ſending us all to Babylon in haſte : then it follows; 


« His threatening is, they that reſiſt, reſiſt the or- 
ee dinance of God, and ſhall receive to eee 


cc damnation.” 


Reſiſt 3 A above, and I ſuppoſe 


he means here, he higher powers; but he no where 
in his book explains what he means by the higher 


powers. He has filled four pages to explain the 
word temptation, and taken three or four more to 
tranſcribe oaths, which were not in the ſermon, yet 
leaves his main watch-word quite in the dark, 
to the conjecture of every reader's fancy. This 
brings to my mind a ſtory, of ſome travellers in 


| China, who, in eder to ſee ſome of their ſacred 


curioſities, 


t 8 


curioſities, were obliged to paſs under ſome fooliſh 
ceremonies before one of their i images. The prieſt 
not underſtanding their language, one of the com- 
pany, inſtead of ſaying, and doing juſt as he was 
bid, looked towards the image, and with a loud 
voice cried © THAT Be the devil I worſhip God.” 
So ſay I of HIS higher powers. If by this term he 
means tyrarny, oppreſſion, war, famine and cruelty, 
{ bow to none of them; 1 worſhip God, and 
wiſn ever, by his help, moſt chearfully to ſubmit, i. e. 
give my heart and affections, to all that righteouſ- 
neſs, goodneſs, mercy and truth, God has beſtowed 
on man, by the diſpenſation of his ordinance of 
magiſtracy. Yea by his help we may go further; 
we may patiently ſuffer whatever wicked men, 
tyrants or oppreſſors, may be permitted to inflict ; 
but we dare not, like him, juſtify them, or call evil 
' good and good evil. The true believer, acting by 
faith, can reſiſt nothing but ſin and the devil, and 
theſe he will ſet his face and heart againſt, though 
they ſhould act under the cover of a parſonic livery, 
or come transformed into the figure of an 9 — of 
tight. But to return. 

What does W. H. hold up to our view, by che 
term higher powers? Are they not as groſs idols as 
thoſe the Danites ſtole from the man Micah; who 
had a houſe of gods, with a Levite at the head of 
them? And what are his ideas of reſiſting thoſe 
TW FO? Js it not * for any one ſeeing 
„ or 


as OP I 
— 


„ 


or keling the iron hand of oppreſſion, perſecution; 
deceits, ſuperſtitions, and wickedneſs; to ſpeak 
againſt them. By ſuch an unſcriptural idea he in- 
cludes the prophets, apoſtles, and all the holy martyrs, 
in his general term of rebellion. But we know 
that this is not of God, therefore We dare not 
worſhip it, if W. H. does; nor regard the deceiver, 


” who preached it. The Chriſtian, though taught to 


ſuffer, at the ſame time diſcerns, that his tormentors, 
and thoſe that juſtify them, are ſerpents, vipers, hypo- 
crites, whited ſepulchres, fair without, but full of 
all abominations within. They dare not ſo call evil 
good, as to ſay theſe are GOD'S high powers, or 
His gracious appointment. Knowing the Lord's 
word, They that take the fword ſhall periſh by the ſtword, 
and influenced by it, they cannot touch a ſlaughter: 


weapon. The weapons of their warfare are not carnal, 
ke your's, that can knock a man down, and wiſh for 
a horſewhip to repeat the blows. No: he knows 


not how to handle theſe; but his weapons are ſpi- 
ritual, ſharp, piercing truths, that enter between 


the joints of confederacy, and the marrow of hy- 


pocriſy: With theſe, and that called All-Prayer, 
he fears neither man nor devil With theſe, ſome 
of the weaklings of the flock, have made the 
greateſt tyrants tremble; even bloody Mary 
dreaded theſe, more than all the forces of the 


enemy. When the poor diſtreſſed ſufferers join 


cheir groans, to the cries of the ſouls under the 
| = es altar, 


„ 
altar, How long, O Lord God holy and true, Ger 
thou avenge the blood of them that are ſlain in the. 
earth | Then tremble W. H., for ſiding with op- 
preſſors, and inſulting the miſeries of the wretched, 
This is the way by which the Chriſtian reſiſts the 
devil, and his ſervants; call them what you will. 
He dares not, like you, to ſay, the great ſcourge 
of the earth and curſe of nations, 1s the greateſt 
man that ever. was, He dares not inſult the | 
mournful ſufferers, under a haughty tyrannic 
hand; nor tell the poor bereft of bread, that 
they look as well as uſual—that war is neceſ- 
ſary—that there is no perſecution—that if any 
are buffeted, it is in ſtriẽt juſtice for their faults, 
& c. No: his ſoul would tremble at the ap- 
prehenſion of that righteous curſe (Prov. xxiv. 
24.) which God ſays, the people ſhall lay on him 
who thus perverts the truth.—I am certain you 
never learnt theſe ſentiments from the teaching of 
that ſpirit and word of God, which ſays © Scatter 
thou the people that delight in war.” It is true, you 


have ſometimes taught the poor to pray under their 
„ burdens; but where did you point for the oppreſ-_ 
: ſors? To a few individuals, ſuch as farmers, 

: mealmen, and monopolizers, which are but as 
; the duſt upon the ſcale, when compared with 
4 thoſe haughty tyrants who deſolate the world by 
. fire and ſword, famine and ſlaughter. Of all the 
n | 1 8 8 
2 evils you ever committed, this I think the greateſt; 

5 That you have not only afflicted thoſe whom : 
> | | 
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God commands to be comforted; but you have 


held him up to the eyes of the ungodly, as if he 


approved of all the tyranny and oppreſſion, war, 


famine and cruelty, which are acting in the earth; 
by calling the actors the higher powers and God's 
ordinance, Well may the deiſt ſay, your God is a 
mercileſs God, who delights in all the miſeries of 
mankind ; inſtead of : being the Father of merctes, 
as I have ever found him, and will ſet my experi- 
ence againſt your abominable aſſertions, even till 
we meet at the bar of God's holineſs and juſtice. 
Page 56. Who can but admire that ſo great a 


prophet is come amongſt us, who ſounds his on 


trumpet, and ſo highly exalts his own infallibility ? 
hear him, Have I appeared a falſe prophet ? here 
ce I am, teſtify againſt me. But you cannot.” Surely 
he is not ſo barefaced as to ſay that all his prophe- 


cies have come true! witneſs his divinations about 


the Pope, the Dutch, the French, &c. &c: He 


has often ſaid; No one fhall find me a falſe pro- 


phet. Who is a falſe prophet? He who fays 
that events ſhall take place, which never come 
to paſs. Would it not become him now to 
ſpare others, ſeeing that he himſelf is in the ſame 
condemnation; for it is notorious that he has fre- 
quently propheſied lies in the name of the Lord; 
but abuſe, invectives and ſcurrility, always gratify 
thoſe malignant ſpirits, who rejoice in the miſery 


of 


3 *& 0 ps 


(59 ) 


of othire. and therefore, though under the ſame 
condemnation, he cannot ceaſe long from ſhewing 


his unmerciful and . implacable diſpoſition. To 


paſs over the black names he has given his brother 
prophets, Is he not almoſt perpetually barking 
from his pulpit againſt the man, whom he has wick- 


edly deprived of bread, by blaſting his character, be- 


cauſe he appeared to be his rival? Not content with 
the injury already done him, nor with the epithets 
of a /on of Belial, a Devil, and Simon Magus from 
Plymouth, Sc. and all the reſt of his bitter venom, 
darted at him in his book; I am told, that he 
again tortured his hearers, laſt ſunday, with his uns 


merciful vindictives againſt that poor man, who, 


when it ſuited his purpoſe, he acknowledged as a 
brother. He fays, * I told you that the Devil, and 
ce none but the Devil, was in him; yet, rather than 
his people ſhould want a preacher like himſelf, he 
ſet up this Devil to preach for him. Where muſt 
we fix the impeachment, Sir? on your familiarity 
with the Devil you ſet up to preach? or on your 
infallible foreſight? which ſaw one of your deacons 


(ten years before you cut him off) to be only of the 


Devil; and yet publiſhed him in your own works, 
as a man full of faith and of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and that within theſe five or ſix years. 

Who would have thought that W. H. who for 


years has fired his invectives at the national church, 


"_ now diſcover his ſweet tooth, and caſt his 
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e mens deſerts.” 
by this doctrine, I ſhould have ſhut my eyes and 


. (6 ) 


longing eyes towards Canterbury? He tells us 


(page 64) that the church at Jeruſalem, or on 


« mount Zion, was the Metropolitan church, 


cc among the twelve tribes of Iſrael. And in page 


65, he ſays, © to interweave their caſe with ours, 


cc the principal ſeat of the church of God in this 
ce day is Great-Britain.“ This! is his ſpiritual Jeru- 


falem ; for after telling us there is a famine every 
where elſe, he ſays © Goſpel Jeruſalem is now | 


* with us, and Zion is God's reſting place.” By 


this he muſt mean his own chapel, becauſe he not 


only denies that the Goſpcl is preached elſewhere, 
but publiſhes his Watch-word from thence, as 


from the walls of Zion, So you ſee to what nar- 
row limits he confines the Holy One of Iſrael, 


and how imall a portion he gives him for the lot of 


his inheritance : even leſs in dimenſions than the 
wooden ark, which once contained his little church, 


and bore it above the mighty waters; but the 


Father hath given bim the heathen for his inheritance, 
and the uttermoſt of the earth for bis poſſeſſion. II 

we look at page 69, where he preaches the doctrine 
of merits, we ſhall -wonder that he gives him fo 
many; he fays, © The books being opened is in- 
© tended to ſhew that he will proceed according to 
Had I looked for the church 


cried, Net one, uo not one can be ſaved; for I cannot 


fee W. H.'s deſerts in the light he ſeems to view 


them 


65 61 ) 

them himſelf. How true are his words, © that the 
 «« wiſeſt men in their own conceits, are the faſteſt 
caught; and how: OR is his own right oye 
darkened ! 15 
Page 74, he ſays, We are not perfecuted for 
« religion, nor for conſcience jake ; if any are buf- 
« feted 1T Is 1N STRICT JUSTICE for their faults ;” 
with regard to himſelf, who can ſwallow vain oaths, 
it may be ſo; but how many worthy characters 
among the Quakers and Diſſenters are there, who 
in the ſimplicity of their conſcience dare not eat ſuch 
as he devours; are disfranchiſed of their liberties as | 
men, and cruelly oppreſſed in their goods? And 
how many thouſands have been torn from their 
families and friends, and brutally: forced, againſt 
their conſciences, to man the floating walls of death ? 
Will you call this ftri& juſtice ? If you, Sir, was 
arreſted by a Wapping gang, conducted to their 
tender, and from thence to the ſcene of action; 
where the thunder, fire, ſmoke; confuſion and 
death, make the livelieſt picture of hell that earth 
affords; would you not taſte- ſome part of your 
deſerts, for thus inſulting over the miſeries of 
' mankind? But ſuch is the carrion this vulture 
feeds upon. 

Page 77, he at laſt A his head againſt that - 
poſt he has all along endeavoured to avoid, and 
proves that the thrones of iniquity, which frame 
miſchief by a law, ſhall be caſt down ; and that they 
have 


E 


1 | 


have no fellowſhip with Chriſt. Then how dare he 
preach them, or himſelf, inſtead of Jeſus Chriſt? 
None but thoſe, would any man who fears God 
with to ſee deſtroyed. Iniguity, and miſchief ſramed + 


by a law, are of the devil; but the thrones 
righteouſneſs, and juſt judgment, or true magi 
tracy, are of God. Are theſe YOUR GOD 


whom you ſay the people have reviled and ſpoken 


evil of? No; even deiſts ſtand in awe and tremble 


here. But your GODS have come newly up, 
whom our fathers feared not; Who are they? How - 


many? Where are they? We know them not; for 


with us there is but ONE God, who has indeed 


been reviled, and greatly too, by falſe prophers, 
cruel oppreffors; and crafty prieſts. 


But, alas, he ſeems not capable of explaining 
any ſpirituat text he has handled, nor even 
the common- place terms he has uſed; but 
after the moſt irkſome repetitions, leaves all as 
much in the dark as to their true meaning as 
when he began. See page 81, he ſays, The 


<« vile from the precious were to be known by 


0 


* 


« him fo, though he was nothing but a poor 


© pagan.” Both theſe aſſertions are falſe. Firſt 
the precious and vile are diſtinguiſhed by no ſuch 


marks, but by the ſpirit that governs them, and 


the fruits they bear. The ſecond is falſe, becauſe 
| che 


their ſubjection or non- ſubjection to the higher 
c powers. The higheſt ruling power then in the 
« world was the king of Babylon, and God made 


/ 


| * 63 ) 
the Devil, the god of this TY was above kim 


as a ruling power; and was his maſter as a tyran- 
nizing power: Neither did all the precious go 


away to Babylon as you ſay, for ſome of them 
abode there with Jeremiah, and were taken away 


with him by force into Egypt. So that like the 


filly hare in the ſnare, every ſtruggle to get out 


does but entangle you the more. | But tell us who 
and what is the higheſt ruling power _ if he 
was a pagan then? 


In page 82, he introduces an 3 ſtory of 


| ſome who, he ſays, had been fighting againſt him, 
and, after his uſual cuſtom, conſigns them all to 


the devil to be burned : his own words are © they 


te are burned,” and then goes his old way to con- 
firm it by the evidence on which-moſt of his great 
works ſtand; i. e. by dreams. Well, this dreamer 


has ſo hidden himſelf i in diſguiſe, that he has left 


us to tell the plain tale: therefore to be ſhort with 


It, There was a certain preacher to whom he 


cordially gave the right hand of fellowſhip, and 


received into his pulpit as a brother, to officiate 


for him during his vacation, to whoſe church he 


alſo went for change of air, and to balance the 


account of preaching. The young man was well 
received and highly approved; inſomuch that ſome 


ſaid, in my hearing, they liked him better, and 


thought him more ſpiritual and experimental than 
the old prieſt. As the young man was poor and 
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alia ho whole congregation confeſſed they hall ö 


reaped his ſpiritual things, they with juſtice and 


liberality thought fit to make him partake of their 
temporals, and gathered to the amount, ſome ſay, 
of about roo. The old prieſt, hearing what paſſed, 
was inſtantly ſeized with all the jealouſy of rival- 


ſhip, and ſpeedily made his way to town, furniſhed 
with a tale that ſomebody told ſomebody about this 


rival: Well, without any. ſcripture - caution, or 
bowels of compaſſion for his ſpiritual brother; 
without conſidering himſelf as a man of like paſſions ; - 
and, without any ſearch into the ſtory, whether it 
were true or falſe, or once attempting to reſtore 
his poor brother, ſuppoſed to be fallen ; or with- 
out privately telling him what he had heard, to 


know if it were ſo, or how it came to be ſo, or if 


he had found any repentance; but againſt all ſcrip- 


ture, reaſon, juſtice or humanity, and with all ſpite, 


virulence, and malignity, he publiſhed his pre- 
ſumptive tale, firſt to the people to whom he had 
been bleſſed, and then to the world; and thus 
blaſted the poor man's character, and endeavoured 
to deprive him of bread. This done, he ſharply 
rebuked his people tor their liberality to a rival, and 

tis ſaid demanded 300l. as a peace- offering for their 
raſh deed, beſides excommunicating every one who 
had been forward in ſerving the other. Many who 


had read thoſe ſcriptures that condemn ſuch conduct, 


highly diſapproved of 1 ** and were extremely hurt 


in 


Ga +: 


in hoe "FREAK one of his beſt friends med me 


he had ſuffered agonies and tortures above a month 
on that very account: at laſt it became not only a 
public converſation, but the ſport of jeſters and 
ſpouters; ſo that an attempt to hide it, or juſtify 


him, is an actual partaking of his fin, and a ſcandal 
to the profeſſion of truth, 


And this he calls ſeparating the precious hw 
the vile ; wherein he has gone cantrary to all wiſe 


fiſhermen, who gather the good inte yeſſels, but 
caſt the bad away, For it appears that the ſimple 
| honeſt hearted who could not ſo bely their con- 
ſcience (among which ſtands his own wife) are 
eaſt out, and thoſe who could play the hypocrite 
were taken in. A goodly criterion this to know 
the ſhepherd and his flock by! And he tells us 
that not leſs than fix perſons gave themſelves up to 
the ſin of adultery; but ſays not whether they were 
among the taxen in, or the outcaſt, Among thoſe 
who fell under his diſpleaſure was his old clerk; and 
his infallible wiſdom appointed another: is not this 
man now in Newgate for a rape ? Is this one of the 
ſix? He tells us he had two dreams given him, the 
laſt of which, he ſays, (c ſhewed me what we wers 0 
do”? Though this ſeems to acknowledge the firm to 
be W. H. and Co. yet he leaves us to gueſs at his 
partners: Is not J. B-»f—d one, who got ſuch great 


publicity by that affair, that ſeveral before the church 


ayered they would not believe him upon his oath, 
_ almoſt the whole church hate his very name 
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Page 84 he lays, * God ſhall ſlew + you 1 belle 15 
er this my work, or this my counſel, be of God or 


* man. This he hath ſhewn already, for every 


tet is Enoton by his fruit, and every fruit is known 
by its taſte. All thoſe. grapes of gall, and bitter 
eluſters in His ſermon; prove what ſort of-a tree, 
' and whoſe planting it is. e Nor (ſays he) ſhall 
« you ever run from this my teſtimony; for I am 
ce naue manifeſt in your eee And if you are 
ei tent to. bell, 1 faall purſue you.” But Sir, ac- 
cording to your own doctrine; you otght, as their 
Pepberd, to go before your flock. He adds,“ I know 
ee where this my teaching, and this my teſtimony, 
© came from.” We all know where it came 
from, fo far we agree: for no lie is of the truth? 
and thus he is manifeſt in the conſcience : therefore 
let him who ſet him to work, pay him his wages; 
for every labourer is worthy of his hire. 

At the concluſion he makes an excuſe for pub- 
Uſhing his fermon 6 different from what he 
preached it, but as three different perſons took it 
down in ſhort- hand, if it is neceffary, ke may be 
confronted with the original which it ſeems is tob 
bad to be printed. 

Poor man! He might well ſay he was poor. 


He has not above 8ool: a year from Provi- 
dence, and 1007. from Monkwell Street, beſides 
the profit of his books (perhaps 20010. more) 
and the ſacrament money, which he filches from 


the poor to pay his coach hire, and maintain. his 
1 8 . 0 7 2 gay 


mw ww — BR 


— 


| gay livery. Jain: with his Sold bank What i is 

be to do? What's 1200. a year for un, 8 
pope? He might well plead poverty; as to 
odd legacies and gifts, 200 at one time, and 300 f 
„ another, and perhaps twice as much from 
the ſubſcription now on foot, it is a mere trifle 


his Metropolitan Church ſtand upon ſuch a lender 
prieſtcraft is a profeſſion of ſuch exceeding high 
dignity, that it cannot be duly ſupported under 


high ruling powers which muſt not be reliſted under 


leave, 1 muſt ſay, I once thought him a man 
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compared with the ſee of Canterbury. How can 


foundation? Nine or ten ſhillings a week was once 
an ample revenue for his honeſt induſtry ; but- 


fifty times that ſum: beſides it is one of thoſe - 


pain of heaping to themſelves damnation. 
Thus we come to the cloſe of that horrid ſer 
mon which he told his people, when he publiſhed , 
it, © was ſuch a one as would make heaven. and 
« earth. tolangh.” 
And now, gentle reader, 1 am about to hs 


raiſed up for the defence of the Goſpel, and greatly 
rejoiced in his light while he walked humbly in it: 
and I thought his mountain ſtood ſo ſtrong that he 
never could have fallen to the dreadful depth he 
has done. But when we remember Aaron's Calf 
Gideon's Ephod—David's Uriah, and various other 
dark ſhades and myſterious beacons ; who can for- 
bear crying out, brd, what is man! | 


1 


N 


= 


* 1 ” * ry 
8 >" 
en a ad. 
- * - 
— 3 


— a4 r 
* 2 8 


— —— fn baton Att —— 


_— 


3 Se. 


c * 
3 — wr 


N — 2 
reer 


r 
= J 
wed 


2 
Pore 
A - 


** 


An 
* 


i > 


pet J 


* 9 . . 
0 ne nl” 


"2 bp 


: cots Xx 
4 R 


5 
1 bo 
N 
* 
of 
7 
T5 
A 
% 
* * 
* h 
5 : 
8 I 
-S by 
PS.” = 
7 * r 4 
— er 
* * * 
9 3 a. 
1 
2 2 
4 FEY * * 
* $ = , x 5 * * . 
” * 
(1 ” 
. 1 
4 


\ 
& 9 


* 
1 
* 2 
© 50 

2 - 

* RY 

>» 
— 

* 


„ 


40 that love our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in . 5 


Be I | 5 8 . * 


N 1 ju 22. * ws 
18 4 2 


REF 
pL ELIT 


| * 4 68 * EONS Fol 
oO may that Lamp deſpiſed in the thudght oi hed” 18 
44 taſty the grace of humility, once more deſcend 5 
upon us, and blaze light and life to the glory of: our __ 5 2 
Divine Maſter, the comfort of his ſaints, and the 4 
mame of his enemies.—If theſe [remarks .thould 6 
be attended with any benefit to the church, or to 
W. H. I can truly fay I ſhould greatly rejoice: 
for God bears me witneſs, it is not his defrution, | 
or his harm, I ſeek, but that he may be humbled, | MM 
find repentance, and turn again to the footſteps o. 
the flock, and thus become once more our joy in | 
the Lord: till then I muſt apply this text to thoſe 
who countenance him: Whben' thou faweſt a thief, 
| thou tonſenteſt with him, . W * eee * 
pare Sell Pſalm J. 18. N fo = 
Though I have confined; myſelf, to * 1 .. 
| Here are many ef his publications ſo replete with __ _ 
errors; miſapplications of Scripture; dreams, viſi- 
ons, &c. and ſuch a vein of ſelf-exultation runs 
through the whole, that L feel an inclination to 
publiſh ſome remarks or ſtrictures upon the whole | 
of his writings, if it ſhonld prove acceptable, hog. 
a ſufficient number of copies be ſubſcribed for to _ 
pay the expense. | 715 . = 
« Grace, mercy, and pets, he with: all an AY 
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